
GNFAC Avalanche Forecast for Mon Nov 25, 2024

This is Mark Staples with pre-season information from the Gallatin National Forest Avalanche Center on
Monday, November 25th at 7:00 am. This information is sponsored by Spark R&D and Montana State Parks.
You can donate to the Friends of the GNFAC’s Fall Fundraiser HERE. 

We’re gearing up to start daily forecasts and danger ratings very soon. Alex will issue the next update on
Wednesday morning.

Mountain Weather

Winter is here in full force. This weekend started warm and windy on Saturday when temperatures dropped and
snow fell Saturday through Sunday morning.

Snowfall: 6-10 inches of snow fell throughout the forecast area (0.3-0.9” SWE)

Winds: Strong winds from the SW  gusting to 50 mph blew Saturday ahead of snowfall. They were much lighter
Sunday, and increased some Monday morning blowing 10-20 gusting to 30 mph from the W.

Temperatures: They started quite warm Saturday morning, cooled quickly by Sunday, and are hovering in the
teens F Monday morning. 

This week: Winds from the SW will bring 2-3 inches of snow on Tuesday. By Tuesday evening, winds switch
and will come from the NW keeping temperatures on the cold side this week with overnight lows in the single
digits and teens F. There’s at least a chance of snow later this week but no major storms. No major winds are
expected except to the north which could impact the Bridger Range the most

Snowpack and Avalanche Discussion

All Regions

Snow depths are highly variable but are about 2 feet at most SNOTEL sites while higher locations above 9000 ft
have nearly 3 feet of snow in some areas.

Wind slab avalanches remain the primary concern. Saturday’s very strong winds from the W and SW  moved
some snow and created slabs 3-6 inches deep as one group found on the Bridger Ridge. With fresh snow from
Sunday, Monday’s increased winds from the W have snow to transport and form deeper slabs. 

HEADS UP for other problems - Overall the snowpack is off to a good start with no widespread faceted layers
at the moment. In places like the Bridger Range, the snowpack was dense and even a touch wet on Friday which
is good. HOWEVER, I have two concerns:

1. Areas with shallower snow like I found on Lionhead on Saturday (video), OR upper elevation slopes
above 9000’. North facing slopes that harbor old October snow that faceted caused several slides up to 2
feet triggered by the Big Sky Ski Patrol. Other slopes may have some facets near a crust as one
experienced guide found last week near Cooke City on a SW facing slope at 9700’ and another guide
found on a similar slope this weekend.

2. Cold weather this week could start to weaken our fledgling snowpack if we don’t get more snow. Fingers
crossed for more snow. Time will tell and we’ll be watching it. 

http://linode2.mtavalanche.com/forecast/24/11/25
https://www.sparkrandd.com/
https://fwp.mt.gov/stateparks/
https://go.eventgroovefundraising.com/pb2024/Campaign/Details?_gl=1*lz9upy*_ga*MTI1MTc3NjQ4LjE3Mjg2NDkzNzc.*_ga_D103K7R6GM*MTczMDMwMzc0Ny41LjAuMTczMDMwMzc0OC41OS4wLjQ0MjQ4MTQzNQ..
http://linode2.mtavalanche.com/taxonomy/term/271
https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/imap/#version=169&elements=&networks=!&states=!&counties=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=false&hucLabels=false&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&hucOverlays=2&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,options,elements,location,networks&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=station&basinType=6&dataElement=SNWD&depth=-8&parameter=OBS&frequency=DAILY&duration=I&customDuration=&dayPart=E&monthPart=E&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=7&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=POR&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-1&lat=45.239&lon=-110.759&zoom=8.0
https://www.mtavalanche.com/node/32182
https://www.mtavalanche.com/node/32183
https://youtu.be/_Dg_Vzwbap8?feature=shared
https://www.mtavalanche.com/node/32181
https://www.mtavalanche.com/node/32199


What to do? The main strategy is to avoid recently wind loaded slopes where triggering a wind slab avalanche
is possible (video of a good example from Northern Bridgers). Also, be suspicious of the snowpack and possible
faceted layers that could lead to a larger avalanche if you travel above 9000’.

Upcoming Avalanche Education and Events

Our education calendar is full of awareness lectures and field courses. Check it out: Events and Education
Calendar

Tuesday, November 26, 6-7 p.m. Free Avalanche Awareness at REI Bozeman.

Monday, December 2, 6:30 p.m. MAP community partnership night and 1-hr Avalanche Awareness, at MAP
Brewing

Tuesday, December 10, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., West Yellowstone Avalanche Fundamentals: Motorized Guide Cert
Course, Pre-registration required. 

For an intro class with a field day, Register for our Avalanche Fundamentals course.

Friends of the Avalanche Center: Fall Fundraiser!

We’re still counting on your support and the online Fall Powder Blast fundraiser is 77% of the way to our goal.
Please consider making even a small donation HERE or via Venmo

https://www.youtube.com/shorts/cb81DKQ0G4M
http://www.mtavalanche.com/workshops/calendar
http://www.mtavalanche.com/workshops/calendar
https://www.rei.com/events/kgaa/know-before-you-go-avalanche-awareness?course.session.anyLocation=100.000000%7E45.679312%7E-111.037259%3Bgeo_r
https://events.eventgroove.com/event/2024-West-Yellowstone-Avalanche-Fundamentals-103001
https://events.eventgroove.com/event/2024-West-Yellowstone-Avalanche-Fundamentals-103001
https://events.eventgroove.com/event/Friends-Of-Gnfac-Avalanche-Fundamentals-Non-100662?redir=1
https://go.eventgroovefundraising.com/pb2024/Campaign/Details?_gl=1*lz9upy*_ga*MTI1MTc3NjQ4LjE3Mjg2NDkzNzc.*_ga_D103K7R6GM*MTczMDMwMzc0Ny41LjAuMTczMDMwMzc0OC41OS4wLjQ0MjQ4MTQzNQ..
https://venmo.com/u/FriendsofGNFAC

